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Program

Leos Janacek
Thema con variazioni, JW VIII/6

Thema Andante
Var.1 Andante
Var.2 Allegro
Var.3 Con moto
Var.4 Con moto
Var.5 Meno mosso
Var. 6 Adagio
Var.7 Tempoll

1. X. 1905 (Z ulice 1. fijna 1905), JW VIII/19

1. Predtucha
2. Smrt

Vzpominka, JW VIII/32

Po zarostlém chodnicku - 2. fada,
JW VN7

1. Andante
2. Allegretto
3. Vivo

V mlhach, JW VIII/22

Andante
Molto adagio
Andantino
Presto

PON=
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Programme

Leos Janacek
Thema con variazioni, JW VIII/6

Thema Andante
Var.1 Andante
Var.2 Allegro
Var.3 Con moto
Var.4 Con moto
Var.5 Meno mosso
Var. 6 Adagio
Var.7 Tempoll

1. X. 1905 (From the Street,
15t October 1905), JW VIII/19

Premonition
2. Death

—

Reminiscence, JW VIII/32

On an Overgrown Path — 2"? series,
JW VIINAI7
Andante

Allegretto
Vivo

WN =

In the Mists, JW VIII/22

Andante
Molto adagio
Andantino
Presto

PON~
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Pamatnik LeoSe Janacka se nachazi v domku, ve kterém skladatel
zil a tvofil od roku 1910 do své smrti v roce 1928. V interiéru Pa-
matniku je dochovana autenticka pracovna s Mistrovym klavirem
znacCky Ehrbar z roku 1878, ktery Janacek dostal jako svatebni dar
a ktery jej provazel celym zivotem. Tento unikatni nastroj byl ne-
davno kompletné zrestaurovan.

Klavirni skladby Thema con variazioni, nebo téz Zdenciny vari-
ace, si Janacek v dobé jejiho vzniku velmi povazoval. Oznadil ji do-
konce opusovym ¢islem jedna, ackoliv uz prfedtim napsal fadu jinych
skladeb. Vznik této kompozice spada do poc¢atku roku 1880, tedy
do obdobi skladatelovych studii na konzervatofi v Lipsku. Skladbu
slozil pod vedenim svého profesora Leo Grilla a vénoval ji své snou-
bence Zdence Schulzové. Pro mladého Janacka to bylo podstatné
dilo, ve kterém si vyzkouSel schopnost komponovat ve stylu Schu-
manna, Cajkovského, Liszta, Brahmse i Bacha-Busoniho. Vétsinu
svych juvenilii Janacek pfi stéhovani v roce 1910 spalil, ale Zdend&iny
variace si ponechal. A€ se na Sest variaci na téma, v kterém na-
jdeme predzvést Janackovych vrcholnych dél, zcela zapomnélo
a tiskem vysly az v roce 1944, dnes jde o dilo na koncertnich pddiich
pomérné frekventované.

Klavirni skladba 1. X. 1905 nebo téz Z ulice 1. fijna 1905 byla
skladatelem zkomponovana spontanné jako reakce na tragédii, kte-
ra se odehrala béhem demonstraci za vznik ¢eské univerzity v Brné.
ProtoZe Brno bylo prevazné némecké, obavali se némecdti predstavi-
telé mésta vétsiho vlivu Cech( a svolali na 1. fijna 1905 tzv. Volkstag,
kdy byly do Brna sezvany némeckeé spolky a organizace z Sirokého
okoli, aby vyjadfily nesouhlas se zalozenim brnénské ¢eské univer-
zity. V reakci na to zorganizovali CeSti obyvatelé Brna velkou proti-
némeckou demonstraci. Mezi obéma tébory se odehréavaly pouliéni
boje, ke kterym bylo povolano ¢etnictvo a nasledné i vojsko. V pon-
déli 2. fijna byly jiz pltky natolik nebezpeéné a intenzivni, Zze se Brno
zmeénilo v neprehledné bojisté, kde byly zavieny vSechny obchody,
a dokonce toho dne ani nevysly noviny. Pfi jednom ze zasah( byl
u Besedniho domu zabit mlady ¢esky délnik Frantisek Pavlik. Pod
dojmem této tragické udalosti Janacek napsal plvodné tfivétou
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skladbu 7. X. 7905. Tésné pred brnénskou premiérou 27. ledna 1906
vSak spalil posledni vétu a po dalSim provedeni v Praze dokonce
vhodil cely autograf do Vltavy. Prvni interpretka skladby, klaviristka
Ludmila Tuckova, si nastésti ponechala ptvodni opis, na ktery upo-
zornila az v roce 1924. Diky tomu se nam tato skladatelem i okolim
na mnoho let zapomenuta klavirni skladba dochovala.

Vzpominka je krati€kéa skladbicka, kterou Janacek zkompono-
val v roce 1928 na Zadost jugoslavského skladatele a muzikologa
Miloje Milojeviée pro ¢asopis Muzika. Na plidorysu nékolika takt( je
zde dobfe patrny autortiv kompoziéni pfistup posledniho, vrchol-
ného obdobi.

Klavirni cyklus poetickych skladbi¢ek Po zarostlém chodni¢ku
vznikal postupné v letech 1900, 1908 a 1911. Je to cyklus deseti
velmi intimnich charakteristickych kus(, které se vztahuji k Janac-
kovym vzpominkam. Pivodné byly komponovany bez nazvi, ale
skladatel k nim v roce 1908 doplnil poeticka oznaceni. Cyklus vysel
v roce 1911 diky brnénskému nakladateli Arnostu PiSovi. Avsak
kratce prfed vydanim Janacek uverejnil v beletristické priloze Vece-
ry Lidovych novin prvni skladbu z ,nové" fady cyklu Po zarostlém
chodni¢ku, tentokrat vsak jiz bez poetického nazvu. Nasledné na-
psal jesté dvé skladby, z nichz druha neni findlné fesena. Kdyz tato
druha fada vySla v roce 1942 tiskem, byly do ni zafazeny také dvé
skladby z roku 1900, které nebyly finalné Jana¢kem do tisku pric¢le-
nény. Druhé Fada tak byva povétsinou hrana jako cyklus péti vét.

Klavirni cyklus V mlhach Janacek dokoncil v dubnu 1912. Ne-
dlouho predtim, v roce 1910, se prestéhoval s manzelkou a hospo-
dyni do nového domku v zahradé varhanické skoly a tam, schovan
pred svétem, s podlomenou sebed(ivérou a v melancholickém
rozpolozeni, zkomponoval své posledni rozsahlejsi dilo pro sélovy
klavir. Pracoval na ném kratce poté, co vyslechl klavirni skladby
francouzského skladatele Clauda Debussyho, a jeho snové, melan-
cholické dilo tak ne ndhodou nese prvky hudebniho impresionismu.
Cyklus V mlhéach ziskal prvni cenu ve skladatelské soutézi Klubu
pratel uméni, ktery mél vitézné dilo publikovat. Janacek vSak prene-
chal moznost vydat skladbu tiskem svému zaku Jaroslavu Kvapilovi,
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druhému laureatovi soutéze. Cyklus V mlhach pak poprvé zaznél
v interpretaci Marie Dvorakové v Kromé¥izi 7. prosince 1913.

Je zajimavé, ze Janacek, a¢ touzil na zacatku své hudebni
cesty po kariére klavirniho virtuosa, slozil pro klavir pomérné malo
skladeb, vétSinu v obdobi 1900-1912. Svych klavirnich kompozic si
ani nijak zvlast nepovazoval, presto dnes patfi k pilifiim klavirni lite-
ratury dvacéatého stoleti.

Jifi Zahradka
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The Leos Janacek Memorial is located in the house where the com-
poser lived and worked from 1910 until his death in 1928. Inside the
Memorial there is an authentic study with the Master's Ehrbar piano
from 1878, which Janacek received as a wedding gift and which
accompanied him throughout his life. This unique instrument has
recently been completely restored.

The piano pieces Thema con variazioni, or also Zdenka Varia-
tions, were highly regarded by Janacek at the time of their compo-
sition. He even marked them as his number one opus, although he
had already written a number of other compositions. The compo-
sition dates back to the beginning of 1880, i.e. to the composer's
studies at the Leipzig Conservatory. He composed the piece under
the direction of his professor Leo Grillo and dedicated it to his fian-
cée Zdenka Schulzova. For the young Janacek, it was an essential
work in which he tested his ability to compose in the style of Schu-
mann, Tchaikovsky, Liszt, Brahms and Bach-Busoni. Jana¢ek burnt
most of his juvenilia when he moved in 1910, but he kept Zdenka
Variations. Although the six variations on the theme, in which one
finds indications of Janacek's masterpieces, have been complete-
ly forgotten and were not published in print until 1944, today it is
a work performed quite frequently on concert stages.

Piano Sonata 1. X. 1905 or From the Street, 1t October 1905
was composed by Janaéek spontaneously as a reaction to the trag-
edy that took place during the demonstrations for the establish-
ment of the Czech University in Brno. As Brno was predominantly
German, the German representatives of the city feared the influ-
ence of the Czechs and on 1 October 1905 they convened the so-
called Volkstag, when German associations and organisations from
the surrounding area were invited to Brno to express their opposi-
tion to the establishment of a Czech university in Brno. In response,
the Czech residents of Brno organized a large anti-German demon-
stration. Street fighting took place between the two camps, and the
gendarmerie and then the army were called in. By Monday, 2 Octo-
ber, the fighting had become so dangerous and intense that Brno
was transformed into a chaotic battleground where all shops were
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closed and even the newspapers did not come out that day. During
one of the raids, a young Czech worker, Frantisek Pavlik, was killed
near the Beseda House. Under the impression of this tragic event
Janacek originally wrote a three-movement composition 7. X. 7905.
Just before the Brno premiere on 27 January 1906, however, he
burned the last movement and after another performance in Prague
he even threw the entire autograph into the Vitava River. The first
performer of the composition, pianist Ludmila Tu¢kova, fortunately
kept the original copy, which she did not draw attention to until 1924.
Thanks to this, the piano piece, forgotten for many years by the
composer and his surroundings, has been preserved.

A Recollection is a short piece that Janacek composed in 1928
at the request of the Yugoslav composer and musicologist Miloje
Milojevi¢ for the Muzika magazine. The compositional approach
of the author’s last, climactic period is clearly visible here on the
ground plan of several bars.

The piano cycle of poetic pieces On the Overgrown Path was
composed successively in 1900, 1908 and 1911. It is a cycle of ten
very intimate characteristic pieces that relate to Janacek's memo-
ries. Originally they were composed without titles, but in 1908 the
composer added poetic titles to them. The cycle was published
in 1911 thanks to the Brno publisher Arnost Pis. Shortly before the
publication, Janac¢ek published the first of the three compositions
of the "new" series of the On the Overgrown Path cycle in the fic-
tion supplement “Vecery"” of Lidové noviny, but without a poetic
title. Subsequently, he wrote two more compositions, the second of
which is not finally resolved. When this second series was published
in 1942, it also included two compositions from 1900, which were
not finally included in the printing by Janacek. The second series is
thus usually played as a cycle of five movements.

Janacek completed the piano cycle In the Mists in April 1912.
Not long before that, in 1910, he moved with his wife and house-
keeper to a new house in the garden of the organ school and there,
hidden from the world, with his confidence shattered and in a mel-
ancholic mood, he composed his last major work for solo piano.
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He worked on it shortly after hearing the piano compositions of the
French composer Claude Debussy, and his dreamy, melancholic
work thus bears elements of musical impressionism not by chance.
The cycle In the Mists won the first prize in the composition com-
petition of the Friends of Art Club, which was to publish the winning
work. Janacek, however, left the opportunity to publish the compo-
sition in print to his pupil Jaroslav Kvapil, the second prize winner
of the competition. The cycle In the Mists was first performed by
Maria Dvorakova in Kroméfiz on 7 December 1913.

Itis interesting that Janacek, although he longed for a career
as a piano virtuoso at the beginning of his musical career, composed
relatively few works for piano, most of them in the period 1900-1912.
He didn't particularly value his piano compositions, yet today these
are some of the pillars of twentieth-century piano literature.

Jifi Zahradka
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Jan Jirasky

Klavir

Cesky pianista a pedagog, absolvent pardubické konzervatore

a brnénské JAMU v klavirni tfidé prof. Aleny Vlasakové. Své vzdélani
dovrsil doktorskou dizertaci na téma Klavirni dilo LeoSe Janacka.
Janackovo klavirni dilo celé také natocil, a to dokonce dvakrat -
na moderni ndstroj i na autordv vlastni klavir znac¢ky Ehrbar nachéa-
zejici se v Pamatniku LeoSe Janacka. Za mimoradnou interpretaci
mu byla udélena prémie Nadace LeoSe Janacka. Je vitézem rfady
vicekolovych mezinarodnich klavirnich soutézi a jako interpret se
proslavil zejména provadénim kompletnich klavirnich cykl( jako
Bachlv Dobre temperovany klavir (Dvofakova sifi Rudolfina, Besed-
ni diim, National Music Hall v Pekingu aj.), Mozartovych 18 klavirnich
sonat ¢i skladeb ¢eskych autor(. Je také dvojnasobnym drzitelem
ceny Classic Ceského hudebniho fondu. Jako sélista koncertoval
s desitkami prednich dirigentd (Ch. Arming, J. Bélohlavek, D. Bos-
tock, A. Ceccato, G. Emilsson, J. Hr(i$a aj.), komorné hral s Janac-
kovym kvartetem, Kvartetem Martind, Korngold Quartetem, Pavel
Haas Quartetem, s pévci R. Novakem, H. Minutillo, J. Bfezinou,

M. Lehotskym a dalSimi. Je Fadnym profesorem Janackovy akade-
mie muzickych umeéni v Brné, kde vede Katedru klavirni interpretace
a predseda Akademickému senatu Hudebni fakulty.

10
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Piano

Jan Jirasky, a graduate of the Pardubice Conservatory and JAMU
in Brno, is a Czech pianist and teacher. He completed his studies
with a doctoral dissertation on the theme of Leos Janacek's Piano
Works. He has also recorded the complete piano works of Janacek
twice —once on a modern instrument and once on the composer's
own Ehrbar piano at the Leo$ Janacek Memorial. For the excellent
interpretation he was awarded the Premium award by the Leo$
Janacek Foundation. He has won several international piano com-
petitions and has made a name for him self through his concert
series where he performs complete piano cycles, such as Bach's
Well-Tempered Clavier (Brno Philharmonic Hall, Dvoréak Hall of Ru-
dolfinum Prague, Beijing National Music Hall, etc.) Mozart's 18 piano
sonatas or works by Czech composers. He has also won the Classic
Prize twice by Czech Music Fund. He performed more than twenty
piano concertos with dozens of renowned conductors (Ch. Arming,
J. Bélohlavek, D. Bostock, A. Ceccato, G. Emilsson, J. Hrl$a, etc.),
chamber music with Janacek Quartet, Martint Quartet, Korngold
Quartet, Pavel Haas Quartet or singers R. Novak, H. Minutillo,

J. Brezina and M. Lehotsky. He is full professor of Music faculty
at Janacek Academy (JAMU) and head of Piano department.
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